Toddlers can learn about the meanings of individual words from the structure and semantics of the sentences in which they are embedded. However, it remains unknown whether toddlers encode similarities among novel words based on their positions within sentences. In three experiments, two-year-olds listened to novel words embedded in familiar sentence frames. Some novel words consistently occurred in the subject position across sentences, and others in the object position across sentences. An auditory semantic task was used to test whether toddlers encoded similarities based on sentential position, for (a) pairs of novel words that occurred within the same sentence, and (b) pairs of novel words that occurred in the same position across sentences. The results suggest that while toddlers readily encoded similarity based on within-sentence occurrences, only toddlers with more advanced grammatical knowledge encoded the positional similarities of novel words across sentences. Moreover, the encoding of these cross-sentential relationships only occurred if the exposure sentences included a familiar verb. These studies suggest that the types of lexical relationships that toddlers learn depend on the child's current level of language development, as well as the structure and meaning of the sentences surrounding the novel words.
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Introduction
How do children build a lexicon? In addition to the connections between labels and their referents, mature lexical knowledge also contains the associations between words. This lexical-semantic structure includes information gleaned from what we see and experience in the world, such as the fact that ''dog'' and ''cat'' refer to similar animals. However, there are also rich patterns in the linguistic input that young word learners could use to construct a lexicon. Words are not strung together randomly; languages are structured such that the positions of words in a sentence convey information about their meanings.
Despite the fact that this structure is well documented, and that it provides potentially useful information about the semantics of words, we know very little about the types of lexical relationships that young children track in the speech stream when they hear new words.
Toddlers have an impressive ability to infer the meaning of an individual novel word from simply hearing it in a sentence. For example, toddlers can use word order and argument structure to infer the meaning of a novel verb (Naigles, 1990; Yuan & Fisher, 2009) . In these studies, toddlers hear a sentence such as ''The duck is gorping the bunny,'' and use the syntax of the sentence to guide their interpretation of the novel verb (measured via looking behavior; Naigles, 1990) . In addition to using syntax to map a novel verb to an action, toddlers can also use syntactic structure to glean information about other semantic properties of a novel verb, such as the subjects and objects http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2015.01.015 0010-0277/Ó 2015 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
